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Good morning everyone.  Thank you so much Senator Shahani for that very kind introduction and thank you for your service to the Philippines and to the United Nations and the world.  I’m so happy to see you here and I appreciate your nice introduction.  And thanks to all of you for coming to the 3rd international women’s peace Conference. I am inspired and heartened to see such a group before me this morning.
 
We are coming together at a very critical time in this world. We come from many backgrounds but we come together for a common cause,  united by a common purpose that transcends our nationalities, our religions, our race our politics.  We come together because we have a bond that draws us like nothing else.  And that is the belief that we can create a better world and that peace is possible.  We know when we think about this difficult topic that goodwill is not enough that wishing for it or dreaming of it or even praying for peace is not enough, it does require action.  The question “Is Peace Possible?” to me, has a very direct answer and that answer is yes, it is, we know that because we have seen it happen.
 
Who could imagine, 50 years ago, when France and Germany were fierce enemies, with two brutal wars in the 20th Century, would now be the closest of allies? Who would guess that the United States and Japan who were bitter enemies in World War I would be partners and allies?  W ho would predict the fall of dictatorships around the world in Chile, Brazil, and Argentina? Who would imagine democracy rising in Eastern Europe and in some parts of Africa? Who would imagine the rise of fragile, new democracies in Central America, and Eastern Europe?  Who would imagine that Europe itself would now be a large and growing island of peace?  Who would have guessed that the ASEAN nations, the Association of South East Asian Nations, would be thriving? And who would imagine the OAS as almost an entire organization of peaceful and democratic states, with one or two exceptions?  This gives us cause for optimism and yet, you know that we live in troubled times.
 
The end of the cold war has changed the nature of conflict. We used to see enormous battles between countries.  Today, we’re seeing something different: Lethal, internal conflicts.  Ethnic, religious, tribal, civil wars, with the use of weapons that range from machetes, to biological and chemical weapons, AK-47s, using rape as a weapon of war, amputation as a weapon of war, kidnapping of young boys for child soldiering, deliberate targeting of civilians especially women and children and massive dislocations of millions of people.  All of this is fueled by the sale of arms and the sale of drugs- a profitable business to be sure.  You could say that war and conflict and all the devastation that surrounds this has reached new heights.  Or you might say new depths.  There are areas in Africa and the Middle East where the culture of violence has gone so deep, that it seems to move from generation to generation without a pause.  
 
How do we break that pattern? How do we get to the source of this?  For those of us that have grown up in peaceful and loving surroundings, it’s important to consider the origins of war and they are many and they are made by man.  For after all, each baby is born innocent, ready and receptive for love.  No one is born a bigot; no one is born knowing how to hate. Those actions are learned. They are observed and internalized from what surrounds that child.  You learn to love by being loved; you learn to care by being cared for; you learn sympathy and compassion by what you observe and feel; you learn courage by being encouraged and taught and supported; you learn respect and responsibility by seeing that in your elders.
We live in a world where whole nations and communities have disintegrated due to war and disease.  There are now hundreds of thousands of orphans and street children.  Young men and young girls who struggle to survive.  Some succeed but many do not.  Hopelessness creates a generation of young people vulnerable and ripe for recruitment into armies, urban gangs, militias, terrorist groups.  And many of them are taught that terrorism is a goal, an ideal and a purpose.  Deep poverty traps many of them with no way out. Hunger, homelessness, profound stress, desperation, anger and frustration make a lethal brew. Combat gives these young people a sense of purpose and meaning.  They become animated by hate and focused by hate, and led by men, who themselves are motivated by greed and power, and who often profit and benefit from the continuation of war, and have little interest in the resolution or the ending of that perpetual war.

Today, we have more than 30 armed conflicts going on.  In the last 15 years, 3 and one half million people have died as a result of civil war and ethnic violence and nearly half of them are children.  Civilians are by far the most frequent victims and they are deliberately targeted, terrorized and intimidated.  The violence is enough to make you weep.  Conflict has changed, and so have our efforts to end it.  We do know the limits of military might.  We certainly know that it is far easier to make war than it is to make peace.  We, in this room, know that in a sense peace is far too important to leave to governments and politicians alone.  We know that responsible and well-meaning governments, and politicians and diplomats do what they can in all the traditional ways, but peacekeeping has moved on. Conflict prevention, mediation, negotiation, teaching and training and every possible effort by every possible person are needed especially including, women.  Women who can teach not only their children, their sons and daughters, their families, but women who find their voices, and discover they have a capacity to move and inspire and provoke change that they may not have appreciated in the past.  

This story of war and conflict is a grim scenario and it’s enough to make you despair, except that I know we are here.  We and thousands of others like us, who bring our talents to bear on this daunting challenge, who bring skills and energy and insight and languages and training can literally change the world. When I see you, I see the front guard, the avant garde of a mighty peaceful army.  When I see you, I know that you are not sitting back safe and secure lamenting the state of the world, but you are ready to go to the front lines, ready to be these agents of change, ready to do what we must do to bring peace about.  This work is difficult but it is not impossible.  I am more grateful than I can say to the organizers of this meeting for bringing us together, because we need to be reinforced.  We need to look at each other, learn from each other, see role models of all kinds, all ages, all backgrounds, we need to know that we are not alone, and that we have among us the capacity to multiply and magnify our efforts around the world.  This group and thousands like yours, have the ability to publicize, to dramatize, to mobilize, to raise awareness, to raise funds and especially to hold our governments to account.  You will not find a person more committed to the role of civil society than I am.  I know the power, the impressive and inspiring power of civil society, but at the same time, I know that governments have means and capacity that we may never have.  We can be a counter-balance, but it is hard for us to equal what governments are doing.  And for that reason, through our own systems, we need to hold our leaders to account, and that means our parliament, our president and prime ministers.  If we are committed to peace, we need to let them know that we care, and we vote.
 
We need to bring our knowledge of international relations, public health and public policy, International law, political science and journalism, all of the many talents that you represent here to this cause.  Your work on peace and reconciliation, on assistance to those who are in dire need, whether it be the orphans of AIDS or abandoned children, other homeless, on education for democracy, on seeking justice for the poor, the abused, the imprisoned, on all the other issues related to conflict, including poverty and literacy and disease and human rights and even water resources, all the things that make healthy societies- any of these abilities or talents or knowledge can be put towards this cause because everything is connected. 
 
This is not to say that poverty, by itself, is the cause of terrorism or war, but it certainly lays a groundwork for desperate and disaffected young people without education, without hope or opportunity.  We all know that the most viable, identifiable cause of disrupted society is young men with nothing to do and no future and no hope.  My simplest prescription for a better society is: Educate the women and give job opportunities to the men. It is one thing to wish for peace, it is another to become empowered to action.  And to all of you in this room, I want to say “share and multiply what you know and what you believe to others who don’t know it, or who don’t have the good fortune to be here today”. Because we can help this cause, and we need all the friends and partners and coalitions we can get.  We can look for kindred spirits, for other groups that already exist.  Perhaps they are already in place, but have not moved up to the next level.  Perhaps they don’t realize yet that there is more they can do.  We may not yet have connected to them, but now thanks to the internet, when we leave Dallas, we will know how we can be in touch with each other.
 
I believe that optimism and confidence are contagious, in the most positive sense.  Despair is also contagious, and to the extent that we can convey this, it is very, very important, particularly to young people, who sometimes feel disempowered, “what can they do, I’m just one kid” – well we know they can do something, the most important thing they can do right now is get their education.  As Eleanor Roosevelt used to say “Peace begins in small ways close to home”.  That’s the place to begin. Especially with young people.  I would hazard a guess that within three miles of this conference center, there may be people that are hungry.  I would guess that there are people who are homeless, and I know from what I read in the papers that there are troubles and conflict right here in the great city of Dallas, here’s a place to begin.
 
But we’re thinking also beyond our borders and beyond the next election and beyond our own generation to the children that will follow us.  You are in a position to give to all that, to speak up loud and clear, to the media and to the governments on behalf of peace.  Speaking truth to power, and do not be intimidated.  When you can speak with a collective voice of 1,000 people, all the better, but when it is you alone, speak up nonetheless.  When we know who is promoting and profiting from war, hold them to account, put the spotlight on them, name and shame them and I say that particularly to the manufacturers of weapons.  There are numbers of them in the United States of America, who make a healthy profit out of manufacturing and selling landmines.  These war profiteers must be stopped.
 
What else can we do?  We can organize.  We can teach.  We can contribute.  I used before the term “dramatize”.  We need to dramatize, we need to speak out with more vivid voices, we need to put a human face on suffering.  When I speak of 20 million refugees, number the United Nations is sheltering today. That is not just a statistic.  Those are human beings like us, it could be you it could be me, it could be our children in those camps, fleeing in terror for their lives.  That’s got to stop.  What else can we do?  We can think hard about how a nation behaves, how a a mature and responsible nation behaves if it is to earn respect and trust and credibility.  I believe that with a nation as with a person, you have a reputation.  You earn that by the way you behave.  And if you lose that reputation, how do you regain that?  That reputation is something that you acquire by the way you act, by the way you treat your neighbors, by the way you care for your own.  By what you do to respect humanity.  We need to think hard about our own country and our own leadership and that question, how do we act, both personally and as a nation to earn and keep respect and trust and credibility in the world.  
 
  There are vast numbers of NGOs who share this cause.  Through the United Nations’ website, you can connect to them, if you don’t know already, explore that.  It’s UN.org and you will find others who are working in this direction.  It helps because we need to have battalions of peaceful soldiers in this cause. 
 
 I do want to say a quick word about the United Nations as Senator Shahani said I’ve spent years with the organization and I know that there are skeptics and opponents of the UN especially here in Texas.  But I would ask you to consider this: That as we seek to lead in this world, and to make a more peaceful world, we need to use all the means we can.  We have a state department, we have good diplomats, but that is serving the United States.  This country represents 4 percent, just 4 percent of the population on this earth.  How are we going to connect to the rest of the world? Where are we going to do this?  How are we going to build partnerships and coalitions, and make friends and nurture connections and relationships that will help this country in the next generation?  How are we going to share the burden, the risk, the cost and the responsibility of building this better and safer world?  How are we going to exercise our leadership in a way that is responsible and that also conveys respect to other nations large and small, and where are we going to do that?  There is only one universal organization, and it is the United Nations.193 countries are member states, sovereign states, as is this one.  In the UN, we are working certainly on issues of peace and security with 17 peacekeeping operations;  also working on disarmament and development and democratization (free and fair elections), and human rights, and humanitarian relief from disasters, both natural and man-made disasters, on environmental protection, on women’s health and women’s rights and safe birth and safe maternity, something we take for granted in this country.
 
On global public health, AIDS, Malaria, Tuberculosis, under the leadership of WHO, the World Health Organization, part of the UN family.  I would simply ask all of you, even Texans, to recognize that the United Nations is an imperfect but indispensable institution.  Our challenge is to acknowledge and support and praise its achievements, even as we address its weaknesses.  Some of those weaknesses are internal and are being addressed through the reform efforts well under way, some of them reflect the lack of political will by member states, particularly member states who serve on the Security Council, particularly those who have the power of veto.  I would close by saying, we need in this arsenal for peace every effort we can get.  We need official member states, through their foreign ministries and state departments, through formal diplomacy and informal diplomacy, mediation and negotiation, some of that is going through the United Nations as we speak today. We also and absolutely need the work of the human family and you represent the best of that- those who are committed to peace from the very bottom of their hearts, those who understand that we need to work to this end, that we have capacities, energy, language skills and above all, voices.
 
There is one world leader, and I’ve met many, and known many, and it’s been an extraordinary experience for me, but there is one who I hold in esteem almost as high as I possibly could, and that is Nelson Mandela.  I want to close by a very short word about him, and it relates to the quality of leadership for change and for peace that I think is more important than any other.  Certainly intelligence and knowledge and courage and confidence matter, but above all, I would add to that – vision.  Vision.  That is to say, from where we stand, we can see a better future and no matter how desperate this spot is, we can imagine and we believe that it can be otherwise.  I heard Nelson Mandela speak one time in South Africa and you all know, of course I hardly need tell this group, that he had spent 27 years in prison, 27 years in prison, for his efforts to end apartheid in South Africa. And upon his release, his many supporters were overjoyed and they urged retaliation, revenge on the White minority.  And Mandela said that when he came out jail after 27 years, and he listened to his supporters, he heard what they were saying and he knew as a practical matter the Black majority was enormous, they far outnumbered the Whites.  And if there was a war they probably would win. But he said “if we took that road, there would be rivers of blood and where would it end?”  He said “we had to see a different future. We had to lay down our arms and work with the enemy.  We had to know that it was time to change.  He said “we knew we would never forget what had happened, but we had to let go right then.  He agreed that there would be a co-Presidency.  He said he hated working with the enemy, but he managed to do that, and over time, they even found a grudging respect for each other, with the Co-President, there.  And he had the capacity with his extraordinary charisma, and his ability to speak, and to envision this future, to make it credible, and to persuade these people, young people especially, to lay down their arms, and he said “now they call us ‘the Miracle Country’”.  He said I’m telling you it can happen, but we must make it happen.  
 
Now I ask you where are the leaders in the Middle East, and across the continent of Africa, who can let go of the tortured present and move towards a more peaceful future.  Where is the Nelson Mandela of the Middle East or those other African nations that have suffered such protracted conflict?  Where are the others who would be thinking of the good of their people, not only their immediate family or their immediate pockets, but of the good of the next generation?  Where can they bring their talents to bear in a different way?  Well, my friends, we need to nurture those leaders and we need to be those leaders, we need to be those agents of change.  
 
This is not going to happen tomorrow.  It is the work of a lifetime.  It is more than just a job, it is a mission, it is a calling, and it is going to demand everything we can bring to it.  It will bring you I promise you, to your larger self.  You may not make a fortune, but you will make a difference.  In my wallet, since I was about 20 years old, I have carried a little quotation, and I think it serves for this morning as well.  It’s a line from the German poet Goethe, and it says “whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin it, for boldness has beauty, power and magic in it”.
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we have that capacity and together we can do it.  I thank you very much.
